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M 
y year as District Governor is coming to a close and I still can’t believe how fast this year has gone 
by.  It’s been a year filled with pride for all the great projects the clubs in 23A are involved in from 
eye and hearing screenings to collecting eye-glasses to Stride walks to holiday food baskets to 

Easter egg hunts to placing flags on the graves of veterans…I could go on and on but you get the picture.  
These clubs also hold different types of fundraisers from Wine Tastings (my personal favorite) to golf outings 
to plant sales to 5K races to auctions to comedy nights and the list goes on…all of this to raise monies for 
community projects, Lions district projects such as CLERF, LLVC, CRIS, Speech & Hearing and Fidelco as 
well as LCIF.  Even in these economical times, these clubs, both large and small are still out there “shaking 
their cans” and working hard to ensure the projects they’ve committed to, will stay healthy so they can con-
tinue to serve those in need.  As President Al Brandel has said, these Lions are truly “everyday heroes” which 
is why I am so proud of all of them. 
 
Starting up a new club is not easy.  It involves lots of planning and preparation.  Above all, it takes manpower 
or “Lion power.”  New clubs are a tremendous asset for the community they serve and for our entire district.  
The most gratifying part of my year has been the chartering of 2 new clubs, beginning with The South Meri-
den Lions Club sponsored by the Meriden Lions Club.  Our two newest Guiding Lions, Ed Haberli and Frank 
Phillips, were very instrumental in forming this club, and under the leadership of president Lisa Phillips and 
secretary Sarah Brown the club has continued to grow both in membership and commitments to Lions pro-
jects. 
 
The 2nd club, The Ansonia Lions Club, sponsored by the Oxford Lions Club was recently chartered, thanks to 
the efforts of several Lions who participated not only in the LCI extension workshop, but also canvassing the 
businesses in Ansonia for potential new members.  I’d like to recognize PDG Marinus deJong, VDG Mark 
Lyon, cabinet treasurer Linda Maggs, Lions Ed Haberli, Gretchen Sherman, Don Cleary, Tom Sullivan, Tom 
Veneruso and Rick Zappone.  In addition a special thank you to PDG Rose Marie Spatafore for all the time 
and energy she has devoted in helping to establish this club and her commitment to be a Guiding Lion for this 
club.  
 
However, it doesn’t stop there.  PDG John Gagain and Walt Sherman are currently working very hard on  
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establishing a new Waterbury Dominican Club and our hope is to charter this club this Lion year.  These Lions  
have stepped up to the challenge of establishing new clubs in 23A and all are to be commended.  I thank them 
all. 
 
The success of the district is the results of loyal hard working Lions who agreed to take on a task and followed 
through to ensure its success.  I would like to acknowledge them beginning with the valued support of my 
VDG Mark Lyon, who had the responsibility of leading the MERL team this year, and as evident by our in-
crease in membership has done an outstanding job.  To my cabinet treasurer Linda Maggs who not only han-
dled the district financial responsibilities and was the Diabetes Awareness chair, but also trained new club 
treasurers. 
 
To my Region chairs:  Helen Belluschi who has remained a steady source of leadership in Region 1 and de-
fines what the duties are of a Region chairperson.  To PDG Joe Poirier, who when I could not find a qualified 
Lion who would accept the duties for Region 2, stepped forward and again not only served as a region chair 
but was a presenter for seminar trainings; and he did all this while also being the Chair for our Mid-winter 
Conference.  To Frank Phillips, who served so well in the past as Zone Chair that I knew he would be success-
ful as the Region chair for 3.  Finally to Barbara Bucci who also moved up from Zone to Region chair for re-
gion 4.  Thank you. 
 
To my Zone Chairs:  Caroline Stafford, Robert Davidson, Tom Veneruso (who stepped in when the zone chair, 
because of personal problems that arose was unable to fulfill her duties, became the zone chair for 3 and did a 
magnificent job), Joseph Persico, Robert Rascona, Joyce Wruck, Barbara Gould and Geraldine Spadacenta, I 
truly appreciate your dedicated service to Lionism this past year.  Thank you. 
 
To the MERL team:  Colette Anderson, Don Cleary, Marinus deJongh, John Gagain, Ed Haberli, Frank Phil-
lips, Walt Sherman, Anna Valerio and Rick Zappone who because of their dedication to Lionism made an im-
pact this year on membership in District 23A.  Thank you.  
 
To all my other cabinet members:  Linda Maggs and Helen Rison Belluschi for 100% Breakfast; Dorothy 
Pickens for Blood Drives; Mark Schickler and Ted Bresky for Camp Hemlocks; Lyn Myers and Rocky Cin-
gari for CLERF; PDG Jerry Osochowsky for CRIS; Nick Framularo and Lyn Myers for Constitution & By-
laws; 
Kathy Poirier for conventions; PDGs Rose Marie Spatafore and Michael Del Re Jr. for Finance; PDG Jim 
Bennett District Chaplain; Joan Bielizna and Ernie Harrington for all their work on publishing the District 
Pride; Rick Brooks for Emergency Response; Jay Farrell for Fidelco; Gayle Fredericks as Lioness Liaison and 
her work on my directory; Helen Risom Belluschi for Lions Day at the United Nations; Shaukat Kahn for his 
work with LCIF; Roger Martin, our LEPH chair who this year with PDG Dan Uitti assisted A with more eye 
screenings then we had before and held a seminar at the mid-winter conference, and also Les Herbst, Tom 
Veneruso and Joyce Wruck; Ed Haberli, Linda Gustafson and especially Kathy Patterson for taking over the 
helm of Lions Low Vision; Linda Maggs and PDG Joe Poirier for LPCCI; Toni Cartisano for Leos; Robert & 
Beverly Fries for Services to the Blind; Louise Smith who every year does an outstanding job with the Peace 
Posters; Lida Pelletier, Rick Zappone and Frank Nardelli for Sight Savers Day; PDG Mike Granatuk, Meryl 
Aronin and Ken Sachs for Speech and Hearing and later this year we will be celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
S&H at Yale; Joan Bielizna for Women’s Membership Development.  Thank you. 
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Speaking of CLERF, our current new initiative for the Pediatric Center at Yale is coming along great and A so 
far has given and pledged approximately $325,000 towards the multiple district goal of a million dollars. 
 
To the New Haven Lions, my home club, who continued to support me during my year as VDG and District 
Governor…I can’t put into words the appreciation I feel. 
 
 
I’d like to thank PID Scott for his guidance, CC Steve for his council leadership and a different perspective on 
issues that made us all think, and Carolyn for keeping us all informed and up to date with our record keeping. 
 
This year I’ve made many new friends, but none as close to my heart as my brother governors and their wives.  
Len, the eternal optimist and boy, what a great sense of humor, he keeps us smiling. Laine, get her to tell you 
some time about all the people she knows and the places she’s traveled to, I guarantee you’ll be amazed.  Ar-
mand, who has an easy going demeanor and natural leadership abilities and will make a fantastic Council 
Chair next year.  Denise, one of the sweetest persons you could ever meet.  If you don’t know her, you should 
meet her. 
 
Now, least you think I’ve forgotten someone, like my cabinet secretary PDG Jim (AKA as Honey Bunny)…he 
not only encouraged me to become DG, but also has supported me throughout the year.  This man is the most 
loving and honest man I have ever known…and he always keeps me laughing…what else can you ask for? 
 
Thank you. 
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Lions Pin Trading/Pin Traders 

 
Lions Phil and Elaine Dzurnak 

Why did we become pin traders?  It really started years ago when I joined the Torrington Lions Club.  When I 
went to my first Mid-Winter Convention I was introduced to the Connecticut State Pin, which was the 1979 
Colonial Soldier.  As the years went by I added to my collection of Connecticut State pins.  Elaine always had 
me purchase two pins, one for me and one for our son Christopher.  Once she joined the Torrington Lions Club 
several years ago she had to have her own set of pins and we no longer shared them with Christopher. 
 
Towards the end of 2002 several of us joined Lion Curt Fitch in establishing the Pin Traders Club of Connecti-
cut.  Shortly there after our pin collection expanded three or four fold as we started collecting other state pins 
as well.  The more and more we saw of the various pins that are available the more we wanted them, however, 
we decided to stay mostly with collecting State Pins.  Don’t be misled; we do have other types as well, just not 
as many. 
 
Our first real exposure to Lion Pin Trading arrived when the Connecticut Pin Traders Club hosted the North-
east pin swap a few years ago.  (By the way, we are again hosting one this year in August.)  At this swap we 
were really exposed to pin swapping.  There were pin traders from all over the East Coast and then some.  It 
was exciting to see all of the different pins that were available for collecting and just how many one or two pin 
traders had available.  They had sheets and sheets set up on their respective tables.  We shared one little corner 
with Curt during that swap. 
 
Our next visit to a swap was another Northeast pin swap held in Boston.  Again, the number of pin traders and 
pins that were available amassed us.  Next was a trip to Boston again, this time for the International Pin Swap 
which brought about another surprise for us to see not only a larger number of pin traders but pin traders from 
other countries as well. 
 
There are so many pin swaps available to attend throughout the U.S. that you can go to as many as you want or 
you can pick an choose the one or two you may want to attend.  We chose the Pennsylvania pin swap, held at 
York, Pa., last year.  That was really an adventure for us.  After having a terrific time trading and purchasing 
more pins it was time for us to leave for Connecticut and home.  Well on Friday night it started snowing and 
snowing.  By the time we approached our car it was buried in approximately a foot of snow.  The parking lot 
had been plowed but on top of the car and all around the car was the foot of snow.  I approached the checkout 
desk and asked them if they had a shovel I could borrow and I was told all that they had was a broom.  After a 
hardy laugh I remember I had a small shovel in my trunk, however, my car was parked the wrong way.  In or-
der to get to my trunk I had to plow my way through the snow.  Finally, I cleared my car off and the surround-
ing area to a point where I could load our hoard of pins and other items in the car and head home.  To show 
our commitment to Lionism and our motto of We Serve, I did lend my shovel to several other Lion Pin Traders 
so that they could also get out. 
 
We really have a great and enjoyable time at these swaps and are really into pin trading so on March 13th of 
this year we were off to York, Pa. for another Pa pin swap.  We left home at 4:30 A.M. (you have to love pin 
trading to get going at that time of the morning) and arrived at 10:30 A.M.  Although we couldn’t check into  
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the hotel until 4 p.m. we were able to set up our two tables (no longer a small corner to share with Curt) with 
pins for trading and off we went going from table to table obtaining pins we need for our collection and then  
some.  We met up with several of the Pin Traders we met last year and also met up with several others whom 
we trade with by mail. 
 
Oh, I almost forgot, during the pin swaps they have auctions where you can bid on various pins you either 
need for your collection or just happen to like because of their looks.  It is amassing to see how some pins 
would go for a few hundred dollars while other would go for as low as $10.00 a pin.  We are including a few 
pictures to go along with this article so that you can see how many pins are available and how much fun you 
can have.  By the way we have also had the pleasure of designing one of our Torrington Club pins, along with 
help from Lions Curt Fitch and Ralph Dolan.  Why not consider joining our Pin Trading Club and having 
some fun collecting pins and meeting our interesting Lions and establishing new friendships with Lions 
throughout the U.S and other countries.  Lion Ralph Dolan will be joining us when we travel to this year’s In-
ternational Pin Trading Swap, which is being held in Jefferson City, Mo. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Pin Trading Club of Connecticut, please contact me via e-
mail: pedzzz@snet.net or by phone: 860-482-5305.  The club is holding a Northeast Pin Swap this year.  It 
will be held at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Southbury, Ct., starting on Thursday, August 7th to Saturday, August 
9th.  Why not stop in and find out what pin trading is really about.  Hope to see you there. 
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Why did I become a Lion Pin Trader? 
Maybe it was just to be a part of Lionism. 
Maybe it was because I liked the first pin I saw. 
Maybe it was the challenge to build a small collection of state pins. 
Maybe it was the fact that I liked more and more pins as I saw them. 
Maybe it was the various types that are available. 
Maybe it was really challenging to build a collection of all the state pins. 
Maybe it was an interesting hobby. 
Maybe I just like what a good feeling it gave me as a pin collector and trader. 
Maybe the fact that once I started collecting them I decided to create one, then more and more. 
Maybe it was the enjoyment I have in dealing and meeting other Lions who have the same passion as I do. 
Maybe it is the thrill I get of going to the various pins swaps, meeting fellow pin traders and obtaining more 
pins to add to my collection. 
Maybe it is the great feeling of showing off some of my collection to fellow Lions who are not pin traders. 
Maybe I just plain enjoy the fun of being a Lion Pin Trader. 

Why Trade Pins 

 
Lion Phil Dzurnak 
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All abilities of runners and walkers are welcome! 
Contact : Lion Edward Messina 
41 Nicholas Rd,Wallingford, CT 06492, 
phone 203-265-2931 or email: e_messina@att.net 
Directions: I-95 North/South exit 10 connector to end, right on 
Whitney Ave.Rte 10 go straight North 4 miles on left Brooksvale 
Ave./park follow sign to the park. 
Merritt Parkway North/ South Rte 15 exit 61, take Whitney Ave. 
straight North follow for 6 miles to Brooksvale Ave./park sign on 
the left, follow sign to the park. 
Cut along line and mail your check with this bottom section: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Pre-registration of $16 adult/teen run, kid fun run $3.00 mail no 
later than May 9, 2009. Day of race registration $20 adult/teen, 
$4 kids, registration ends promptly at 9:15 am. 
Checks Payable To; Hamden Lions Club 
Mail to: Edward Messina, 41 Nicholas Rd. Wallingford, CT 06492, 
e_messina@att.net ( Please print clearly) 
Last ____________________ First __________________ 
Street _________________________________________ 
City State Zip code ________________________________ 
Day Phone ________________ 
Sex _____ Birth Date __________Age_____ 
Race Day T-Shirt Size M ( )L ( )XL ( ) 
PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS EVENT IS RAIN OR SHINE & 
NON-REFUNDABLE. I hereby release the City of Hamden, the Hamden Lions 
Club, all personnel involved, volunteers, any co-sponsoring company(ies) from 
responsibility, from any injuries or damages I may suffer as a result of my 

participation in the Hamden Lions Club 5k run/walk and any conditions I will 
experience on the course or Brooksvale Park and general surroundings. I hereby 

certify that I am in good condition and am able to safely compete in this event. I will 
additionally permit the use of my name and pictures in print . I am aware that there 

will not be medical staff on duty and that the roads are open to traffic. As a 
participating athlete, I certify that the information provided by me in this form is true 

and complete. I have read the entry information provided for the event my 
compliance by signature below. 

 
Signature of entry or parent if under the age of 18. 

 
_____________________________Date________ 
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Cruise for a Cure—Sail with the  

Connecticut Lions 

Eye Research Foundation 

Aboard the Royal Caribbean 

Explorer of the Seas  
5 Night Cruise From New Jersey to Bermuda 

Sat. Aug. 29th, to Thurs Sept. 3rd, 2009 
Special Group Rate from $564* (*per person double occupancy plus port fees & taxes) 

Rate Includes $100.00 Tax Deductible Donation 
Category Per Person Rate  double  REDUCED RATE 

I      Inside Cabin $764.00 canceled 

N     Inside Cabin New category added $564.00 

PR   Promenade  View  $854.00 $654.00 

E2   Deluxe Ocean View with  Balcony $1204.00 $1004.00 

E1   Deluxe Ocean View with  Balcony New Category added $1014.00 

D3   Superior Ocean View with Balcony $1224.00 $1024.00 

D2   Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1034.00 

D1   Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1054.00 

JS   Junior Suite with Balcony $1654.00 $1354.00 

GS Grand Suite with Balcony $1954.00 $1654.00 

OS Owners Suite with Balcony $2454.00 $2154.00 

Per person port fees & taxes $291.13 $231.13 

Third and fourth passenger rates available upon request.  Other Category rates avail-
able upon request.  Subject to Availability and Change. 

For Reservations please call: 
203-446-9150  Toll Free: 1-888-303-3959 

Info@e-ztravel.org   Web:  www.e-ztravel.org  

GREAT NEWS  
RATES REDUCED 
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Club Happenings at a Glance 

District 23A 

See Club Flyers For  

Additional Information  

Posted On The Web At: 

www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 

See Club Flyers And Additional Information For 

Club Happenings In Districts 23B & 23C 

Posted On The Web At:  www.ctlions.org 

BROOKFIELD LIONS CLUB and JDRF 
 

3rd Annual 
Strides to Cure Diabetes 

5-Mile Run and 3-Mile Walk 
 

Sunday, June 14, 2009 
 

Cardigan Park 
Candlewood Lake Road 

Brookfield, CT 
 

See Flyer For More Information  

HAMDEN LIONS CLUB 
 

60 Year Anniversary 
5k Run Road and Canal Race 

Raffle Drawing 
 

Saturday, June 6, 2009 
 

Brooksvale Park 
Brooksvale Avenue 

Hamden, CT 
 

See Flyer For More Information  
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If you would like an event covered by an article in this publication, please submit it as an attachment in 

WORD or PUBLISHER to an e-mail addressed to pdgjim98@snet.net.  Please make sure that you include 
DP 23A in the subject or reference area of the e-mail.  All photos should be in jpg format and submitted as 

individual attachments.  Please name or title the photos.  If any text goes with the photos, please put it in 
Word format as stated above.  Reference the photo name, title, number, etc. in the description/caption.  Any  
questions, please contact the Editor of the District Pride for 2008-2009, PDG Jim Bennett. 

District Governor 2008-2009 
DG Joan Bennett 
11 St. John Street 
North Haven, CT  06473 
 

203-234-8531 
lionjoanbennett@snet.net 

Who’s Who At The District Pride 2008-2009 

Publisher 

Joan Bielizna 
joanrealtor@snet.net 

Editor 

PDG Jim Bennett 
pdgjim98@snet.net 

Webmaster 

Ernie Harrington 
ech105@snet.net 

Visit us online at:  www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 


