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LCIF helps Lions helping others 
 

Lion Shaukat A. Khan, MD 
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�� ions Clubs International (LCI) has been serving the communities around the world since it was founded 
in 1917.  Establishment of Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) in 1968 has taken this service 
of the Lions to a new level.  LCIF is the charitable arm of LCI.  It is a public, non-profit, tax-exempt 

corporation.  LCIF responds to the global problems as well as assists the Lions worldwide with local humani-
tarian projects too big to do on their own.  In 2007, LCIF was named as the No. 1 non-governmental organiza-
tion (NGO) for its outstanding services to both developed and developing countries.  
 
LCIF contributions are disbursed to their recipients in the form of grants.  There are several different types of 
LCIF grants that include Standard grants, Core 4, Emergency, International Assistance and Major Catastrophe 
grants.  Since its formation, LCIF has given out US$604 million in grants to improve the lives of people 
worldwide.  Excluding its SightFirst program, the foundation now grants, on average, $15 million dollars a 
year.  Every dollar donated to LCIF goes towards a grant; the foundation’s administrative cost is covered by 
its earnings from interests. 
 
Typically the LCIF projects include developing children’s hospices, care center for elderly and vocational pro-
grams for the disabled.  It also responds to natural disasters around the world.  In the recent years LCIF has 
mobilized $15 million dollars for Tsunami aid, and coordinated $5.1 million dollars for Katrina relief.  Since 
July 1 of last year LCIF has distributed $464,000 in Emergency grants that includes five emergency grants to 
the districts in Texas and Louisiana, totaling $50,000 for immediate needs.  Grants totaling $15,000 were also 
awarded to Lions in the Dominican Republic and Mexico.  Following disastrous flooding in India in Septem-
ber 08, LCIF issued a US$100,000 Major Catastrophe grant.  
 
LCIF also supports many long-term projects, which include Children’s Preschool Vision Screening, Diabetes 
Prevention/ Treatment, Habitat for Humanity International Partnership, Lions Affordable Hearing Project 
(AHAP), and Lions Quest.  LCIF partners with the Lions to prevent blindness and restore sight to the blind 
people.  In the recent years its Campaign SightFirst (CSF) programs have supported many eye/vision related 
humanitarian services.  SightFirst program, launched in 1989, raised 143 million dollars.  It saved or restored  
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sights of 30 million people.  CSF helped organizing cataract surgeries and eye screening, training of eye care 
specialists, equipping health care facilities, constructing new eye hospitals and clinics.  It helped procuring and 
distributing medications for preventable eye diseases; it initiated trachoma control and river blindness preven-
tion program. CSF II was launched in 2005 with an initial goal of raising $150 million to continue the ongoing 
CSF programs and to address the changing needs in these programs.  An additional $ 50 million goal was set 
later to help establish “Vision for all” by funding the eye research and rehabilitation programs, providing edu-
cation to those who are already blind and aiding the vulnerable population.  At the international convention in 
Bangkok, Thailand in 2008, CSF II surpassed its goal of raising 200 million dollars. 
 
The funding for LCIF comes from donations of the Lions Clubs and individual Lions.  Interests on invest-
ments, gifts from corporation and general public are also its funding sources.  There are various ways to con-
tribute funds to LCIF.  One can be a regular contributing member or arrange a ‘planned’ giving. LCIF ac-
knowledges the donations by certificates, pins and/or awards.  One can earn a ‘Melvin Jones Fellowship’ by 
donating $ 1000.00.  It is the highest honor awarded by the foundation. ‘Melvin Jones Fellowship’ can also be 
earned by an individual for whom such a donation is made. 
 
The Lions leaders can play a major role in increasing the awareness of LCIF and its activities.  They them-
selves should understand the goals and achievements of LCIF and then publicize and promote those to the club 
members and encourage them to donate for LCIF.  It is also important for the Lions to know the different types 
of funding available for their clubs and how to apply for and use those funds.  Every Lions Club should con-
sider appointing a LCIF chairperson in their Board of Directors, who can educate the members about LCIF and 
maintain communication with the Lions District and/or Lions Clubs International. 
 
LCIF is the only international foundation run by the Lions that helps the Lions worldwide to ‘serve’ others.  
All Lions should also consider helping this very important ‘arm’ of Lions Clubs International in all possible 
ways. 

The Lions Club of Ridgefield to Celebrate 80 Years 
 

All are invited to The Lions Club of Ridgefield's 80th Anniversary Celebration on April 18, 2009 at the Silver 
Spring Country Club in Ridgefield, CT.  Dinner and dancing.  Admission will be $75 per person. Please con-
tact Lion Paul Tepfer (203) 438-8707 for details. 
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Save the Dates 
Lions Low Vision Center Meetings 

2008-2009 
 

Wednesday November 12, 2008 7:30 PM 
Wednesday January 14, 2009 7:30 PM 
Wednesday March 11, 2009 7:30 PM 
Wednesday May 13, 2009 7:30 PM 
 
All meetings will be held at Connie’s Restaurant, Elizabeth Street, Derby, CT. 

Pre and Post Convention Tour Bids Now Being Accepted 
 

Lion Stephen Polezonis, Council chair 

The MD 23 Council of Governors is now accepting bids from certified travel agents for pre and post conven-
tion tours for the 2009 and 2010 Lions International Conventions. 
 
The 2009 Lions International Convention will be held in Minneapolis , MN July 6-10, 2009.  The 2010 Lions 
International Convention will be held in Sydney, Australia June 28-July 2, 2010. 
 
No tours can be offered during the convention.  Tours must be held before the start or after the end of the con-
vention.  The bid should include all tour related transportation, lodging, transfers, etc. 
 
Bids will be accepted through February 28, 2009.  Please forward bids to: 
 

Council Chair Stephen Polezonis 
12 Botelle Manor 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

All are invited to The Lions Club of Ridgefield's 80th Anniversary Celebration on April 18, 2009 at the Silver Spring Country Club 

in Ridgefield, CT.  Dinner and dancing.  Admission will be $75 per person. Please contact Lion Paul Tepfer (203) 438-8707 for de-

tails. 
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100% OF NET PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY TO: 
¨ Danbury Lions Low-Vision Center 
¨ Scholarships & Eyeglasses for Danbury Students 
¨ CT Radio Information System (CRIS) 
¨ Connecticut Lions Eye Research Foundation 

LIONS CLUB 
OF 

DANBURY, INC. 

Drawing to be held on Thursday, February 12, 2009 at 1:00 PM at the Holiday Inn, 80 Newtown Road, Danbury, CT 
WINNER NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.  WINNER RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY TAX LIABILITY INCURRED 

TICKET PRICE ONLY $10.00 
FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

BERNI KALLAS AT:  203-797-1727 OR ANY DANBURY LION 
WE’LL BE AT THE MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 

 

CHECKS TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO:  DANBURY, CT LIONS CHARITIES, INC.  

DANBURY, CT  
LIONS CHARITIES,  

INC. 

Annual Charity Raffle 
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Music by Dick Cyr 
One of the HOTTEST Entertainment Groups in the Northeast 

at 
The Villa Marian na 

(Italian American Club) 
73 High St. 
Derby, CT 

 

Saturday, February 14, 2009 
 

An Evening of Wining, Dining and Dancing 
(Black Tie optional) 

 
Cocktails & Hors d’oeuvres from 7-8:30 

Dinner at 8:30 
Pasta, Salad, & Cheese Stations 

Hot Dishes 
Fresh Fruit with Sherbet 

Surf & Turf 
(Rib Eye Steak & Stuffed Sole) 

Baked Potato and Family Style Vegetables 
Chef Lou Granatie’s Creative Venetian Table at 11:00 

Top Shelf Open Bar & Coffee Bar Included 
 

Raffles With Great Prizes 
 

Price per Person $65.00 
 

Tickets Please Call 
Al Ricciuti    203-627-3801       Joe Persico 203-888-0054       Bill Lund    203-881-5572 

Or 
Contact any Oxford Lions Club Member 

 
Help sponsor this event by placing an ad in our Valentine Dance program book 

$25.00 ¼ Page, $50.00 ½ Page, $75.00 Full Page 

Oxford Lions Club  
Presents Our 

14th Annual Valentine’s Day Dance 
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Melvin Jones Weekend 
 

PDG Jim Bennett 

As I hope all of you remember, Melvin Jones is the founder of our great Association, and it is in his honor that 
one of Lionism’s most prestigious recognitions, the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award, is bestowed. 
 
Continuing a several year tradition, he New England Lions Council is putting together a weekend event to 
benefit the Lions Clubs International Foundation.  This year activity is being held at the Groton Inn & Suites in 
Groton, CT from February 20-22. Friday night will feature the Glenn Hansen Orchestra; Saturday’s offerings 
include both a breakfast and lunch buffet, afternoon MJF presentations, and an evening banquet featuring Im-
mediate Past Lions International President Mahendra Amarasuriya; while a Sunday morning buffet and New 
England Lions Council Meeting wrap up the weekend’s agenda. 
 
You may cherry pick which meals and functions you wish to participate in.  I really do hope some of our Dis-
trict 23A Melvin Jones Fellows might choose to attend. 
 
You must contact the hotel directly at 800-452-2191 to make room reservations, making sure to make them 
aware you are a Lion. 
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THE LIONS CLUB OF RIDGEFIELD 
 

Cordially invites you and your guests to attend a 
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To be held at 
 

Ridgefield Community Center 
316 Main Street  

Ridgefield, Connecticut 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 

 
Preview: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Auction: 7:30 p.m. 

 
Hors d’oeurves---Wine, Beer & Cheese---Coffee, Tea & Cake 

DOOR PRIZES 
 

Admission:    $20.00 per person   $35.00 per couple 
Advance Ticket Purchases Preferred 

 
For Tickets and Information Please Contact: 
Lou-Ann Smith 203-438-7420 
Paul Tepfer  203-438-8707 
 
All checks for art purchases payable to: 
LIONS CLUB OF RIDGEFIELD 

MasterCard, visa, Discover and American Express will be accepted 
 

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE LIONS CLUB OF RIDGEFIELD SCHOLARSHI P FUND 
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Cruise for a Cure—Sail with the  
Connecticut Lions 

Eye Research Foundation 
Aboard the Royal Caribbean 

Explorer of the Seas  
5 Night Cruise From New Jersey to Bermuda 

Sat. Aug. 29th, to Thurs Sept. 3rd, 2009 
Special Group Rate from $564* (*per person double occupancy plus port fees & taxes) 

Rate Includes $100.00 Tax Deductible Donation 
Category Per Person Rate  double  REDUCED RATE 

I      Inside Cabin $764.00 canceled 

N     Inside Cabin New category added $564.00 

PR   Promenade  View  $854.00 $654.00 

E2   Deluxe Ocean View with  Balcony $1204.00 $1004.00 

E1   Deluxe Ocean View with  Balcony New Category added $1014.00 

D3   Superior Ocean View with Balcony $1224.00 $1024.00 

D2   Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1034.00 

D1   Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1054.00 

JS   Junior Suite with Balcony $1654.00 $1354.00 

GS Grand Suite with Balcony $1954.00 $1654.00 

OS Owners Suite with Balcony $2454.00 $2154.00 

Per person port fees & taxes $291.13 $231.13 

Third and fourth passenger rates available upon request.  Other Category rates avail-
able upon request.  Subject to Availability and Change. 

For Reservations please call: 
203-446-9150  Toll Free: 1-888-303-3959 

Info@e-ztravel.org   Web:  www.e-ztravel.org  

GREAT NEWS  
RATES REDUCED 
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Club Happenings at a Glance 
District 23A 

See Club Flyers For  
Additional Information  
Posted On The Web At: 

www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 

See Club Flyers And Additional Information For 
Club Happenings In Districts 23B & 23C 
Posted On The Web At:  www.ctlions.org 

BRIDGEPORT LIONS CLUB 
 

“Dino’s Back” 
A Tribute to Dean Martin” 

 
Saturday, February 14, 2009 

8:00-11:00 PM 
 

St. Joseph’s of Stratford 
1300 Stratford Road 

Stratford, CT 
 

$25 per Person 
 

See Flyer For More Information  

OXFORD LIONS CLUB 
 

A Love Affair 
 

Saturday, February 14, 2009 
7:00 PM 

 
The Villa Marianna 

(Italian American Club) 
73 High Street 

Derby, CT 
 

$65 per Person 
 

See Flyer For More Information  

DANBURY LIONS CLUB 
 

Ten for Ten 
$10 for $10,000 
Raffle Drawing 

 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 

1:00 PM 
 

The Holiday Inn 
80 Newtown Road 

Danbury, CT 
 

See Flyer For More Information  

RIDGEFIELD LIONS CLUB 
 

Live Auction 
A Tribute to Dean Martin” 

 
Saturday, March21, 2009 

6:30 PM Preview   7:30 PM Auction 
 

Ridgefield Community Center 
316 Main Street 
Ridgefield, CT 

 
$20 per Person  $35 per Couple 

 
See Flyer For More Information  

Ridgefield LIONS CLUB 
 

80th Anniversary Celebration 
 

April 18, 2009 
Dinner and Dancing 

 
Silver Springs Country club 

Ridgefield, CT 
 

$75 per Person 
 

See Page 2 For More Information  
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If you would like an event covered by an article in this publication, please submit it as an attachment in 
WORD or PUBLISHER to an e-mail addressed to pdgjim98@snet.net.  Please make sure that you include 
DP 23A in the subject or reference area of the e-mail.  All photos should be in jpg format and submitted as 
individual attachments.  Please name or title the photos.  If any text goes with the photos, please put it in 
Word format as stated above.  Reference the photo name, title, number, etc. in the description/caption.  Any  
questions, please contact the Editor of the District Pride for 2008-2009, PDG Jim Bennett. 

NOTE:  The Publisher has informed us that the absolute DROP DEADLINE for the February 
2009 District Pride is 15 February 2009!  She will not accept any articles or photos after that 
date.  All articles and photos must be submitted following the guidelines stated above.  
Please remember:  We really like to keep our Publisher happy! 

District Governor 2008-2009 
DG Joan Bennett 
11 St. John Street 
North Haven, CT  06473 
 

203-234-8531 
lionjoanbennett@snet.net 

Who’s Who At The District Pride 2008-2009 

Publisher 
Joan Bielizna 

joanrealtor@snet.net 

Editor 
PDG Jim Bennett 

pdgjim98@snet.net 

Webmaster 
Ernie Harrington 
ech105@snet.net 

Visit us online at:  www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 


