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Greetings to the Lions of District 23A! In these last few days of 2009, most of us are wondering

where the heck the past year went. I f youdbve g
good for you! If not, | can only hope that the pace has slowed enough for you to catch your breath. Persc
ally, | 6ve enjoyed some nights at home these |

(hopefully) start to recharge their batteries for the remainder of the ZDO®Lions Year.

With that in mind, | have a confession to make. Here it §da®allyhatep er f or mance goal s
donot think theyodre iIimportant for per sonal and
ALIi feo always seems to get in the way of attaini
pening. None of us can operate in a bubble, unaffected by outside forces and influences. | honestly belie
t hat each one of us wants to exceed expectations
push ahead.

So as we head into Part 2 of this Lions Year, I
emptyo conundr um. And in order to do this, we I
the year, and see where we stand.

AMOVE TO GROWO i Bheaudage the recrupment of no less than 25 new members per quar-
ter across the District.

Results As of December 28 we have4l new Lionsofficially recorded with Lions Clubs Interna-
tional. That 6s worth celebrating! Webre ju
improve in the New Year, because through November, only 10 of our 51 clubs show a plus membe
ship. This has to improve, fellow Lions. Extend those invitations today and get lots of new member
on board and engaged in your club activities. We want every club to show a +1 (or better) in th:
membership growth column soon.

AMOVE TO GROWaG coRdudt anhGisupported Extension Workshop early in the 22090

Lions Year with the intention of chartering 2 new clubs in the District, each with a minimum of 25
Charter Members.

Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

Results The workshop was held in September. One of the 2 new charter clubs is ready to go (see k
low), and the other is coming along nicely. We also have the planning in place for arBttiearter
clubs. Our team has no intention of |l osing
job on this goal.

AMOVE TO GROWG enRamde existing metention programs in an effort to continue to reduce
the number of dropped member s, particularly
their club.

Results This is always the tough one. As of Decembéf, 2Be District hagiropped 78 Lionsrom

the club rosters. Of course, there are many reasons for this. But out of this total, over 1/3 of the
were |isted as being in figood standing. 0 We
ble. Remember, these are community sermteded people. If we can get them to transfer to an-
other club nearby, we have a chance to foster their growth as Lions and keep them in our ranks. | w
be making an extra effort to talk with the clubs about these drops, and hopefully salvage some mer
ber s. l'tés all of our responsibility to reteé

AMOVE TO GROWOI dnpoavel eur kidns ip an effort to develop a new stable of leaders,
leveraging our experience and focusing on best practices.

Results I believe webre doing an excellent job

to clubs. Our Cabinet members are active, engaged and talking up Lionism. You are sure to see m
of this in the coming months. Want to be a part of it? Then talk to me about how you can best con
municate your Lions talents to the District.

So how are we doing overall? Well, as a dgl ass
far. The Lions of District 23A are doing a great job in living our motto WE SERVE! But there is still a lot
work to be done, and it o0excded mestogbahker dowmoavn
told me this over the | ast six months, SO now i

effort in the months ahead to make our District stronger, supporting our communities in new and more visib
ways, and honoring each other as fellow Lions for the outstanding effort we make as a part of the greatest s
vice organization in the world!

Thank you for being Lions.
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Danbury Project Homeless Connect 2009

Lion Frank P. Molinaro

No Lions project can be successful without the support of its dedicated membership and numerous volunte
and this is exactly why our participation in the Danbury Project Homeless Connect 2009 came off without
hitch.

| want to extend my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the following Danbury Lions who gave up either part c
or all of their day on Friday, December 11th to assist in our eye screening during Project Homeless Conne
They are:Dianne Yamin, Mark Stirling, Roger Schmiedel, Fran Evans, Keith Beaver, Jerry Hofmann, Re-
gina Ofiero, Lyn Meyers, Mike Kallas, Bernie Kallas, Dr. Richard Casden and his staffl especially
Stephanie Jacobsen and her son Kyllao made sure everyone was screened in an orderly fashion.

Also, without the help and assistancelof ons Col ette Anderson of Chest
Joyce Wruck of Yallesville/Wallingford, Dr. Joseph Young of Newtown and Dan Uitti of Watertowe
could not pull of f a project of t hi sJames Galemanthe e .
manager of Pearle Vision and the numerous translators who participated unselfishly in the testing process.

For the record, more than 210 homeless Danbury area individuals, mostly male of Hispanic origin, attend
the event that was held in the Bill Williams Gym on the downtown Wesconn campus. Of those 210 individu
als, we saw and tested 92 of them for diseases of the eye. Altogether we will be referring 12 of them for fu
ther evaluation and treatment. As he did with Sharefest in 2006, Dr. Casden found 1 progressive case of gl
coma and immediately offered the assistance of his office to arrest the disease.

The testing process consisted of an eye chart for an acuity test from 10 feet, an FTD machine was then use
measure field of vision that checks risk factors for glaucoma. After these two preliminary tests were cot
ducted, the individuals were passed on to the professional medical staff for tests consisting of non mydra
imaging without dilating the eye to look for signs of cataracts and macular degeneration. The Doctors al
conducted tests for Diabetic retinopathy and the optic nerves were evaluated and they measured the corne:
thickness.

Al | in all, I have to say it was a very worthwhi



Lions Event Planners and Fund Raisers

Webmaster Lion Ernie Harrington

To all the Lions Event Planners and Fund Raisers,

Did you know that thelistrict23A.orgwebsite has space to promote your event? | have divided events into
two categories:

1. Events and fund raisers that are designed as public events and
2. Events, meetings etc. that are primarily attended by club members or committee members.
For Public Events

If you have information on your web site, copy the URL (Web Address) and email it to lion webmaster
Ernie,ech105@snet.net! can link to your information.

If you do not have a website, email a copy of your poster,deity clubname and a brief description to
echl05@snet.net Send the poster either as word document or pdf format. If in other format I will
give it a try.

For Reqgion and Zone Chairs

We can publish your calendar, minutes and other information under officers, or place it in calendar format. (I
am still deciding whether to use yahoo, or gmail as calendar.)

| prefer documents in Word. Dates and club identification can be in body of email.

Your friendly webmaster,
Lion Ernie

A Note from Your Publisher

Lion Joan Bielizna

Hi Folks,

Sorry for the delay in the publishing of the October, November, and December Pride. However, | have my
new computer, so things should go a I|ittle smoot
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New Fairfield Veterans Install Anchor

Lion Wes Marsh

Many of you may remember that rusty old anchor that was in the grass next to the gazebo on Veterans' Fie
The New Fairfield Lions Club gave the anchor to the New Fairfield Veterans many years ago so that the
could put in on their Veterans' Memorial site. Dave Meyers and |, using his heavy equipment, retrieved t}
anchor (it weighs almost 400 pounds) a few years ago and sandblasted and painted it. We then returned
one of the Veteran's garages where it has been stored. | recently passed the memorial 'Green' and saw the
vets had installed it on their site. Here are some pictures for you to enjoy.







