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Welcome to Lions Year 2009 — 2010! It has now been eight weeks since returning frorif the 92
Lions International Convention in Minneapolis, MN, and time to get things moving forwattiefolew year.
| am so proud to be your District Governor this year, and am truly looking forwardkongside by side
with the 51 clubs in our District in promoting Lionism through my goals and objectyveglbas the
“MOVE TO GROW?” initiatives promoted by our new International Presidentligyd J. Wirfs of Germany.

First, | would like to thank Immediate Past District Governor Joan Bennettrftnreheendous accomplish-

ments during 2008 — 2009. IPDG Joan has been a strong mentor for me and many Lions in MD23A over the
past year, and we all owe her a debt of gratitude for her perseveranceayydieibringing out the best in all

of us. Most importantly, we need to acknowledge IPDG Joan’s efforts leading torttaion of two new

clubs, South Meriden and Ansonia, during her tenure. This is no easy task. And to top it offtraxthiacs

a net gain in membership, joining MD23B and MD23C with positive growth for the firstiti many years.
Congratulations, Joan. You've left our already strong District in better shape.

Now comes the hard part. We can do more, and we will do more, to grow Lionism in the coaning/g&e
going to do this in many ways, all of which will become apparent in the days, aeeksonths ahead. My
personal District Governor goals for the year, as you’'ll read on the foljopage, are very ambitious, and
will challenge all of us to accomplish. But | believe in Lions, and | know that ywallaready to SERVE.
Together, the Lions of MD23A can reach new heights. My monthly newsletter aridisthiet Pride will be
my way of communicating our progress against these goals and objectivils® efstl of my term, we’ll cele-
brate, knowing that we succeeded together, through hard work and with a lot of fun.

Thank you for being Lions.

Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

District Governor’s Goals and Project (2009-2010)

The following are my personal goals for the year. Yes, they are veryi@amsbparticularly when it comes to
Extension and Retention. This listing is also published in our MD23A District Disgavhich was handed

out at the first Cabinet meeting on Monday, Augtfst Bhad these goals printed in the Directory to be a con-
stant reminder of what | intend to accomplish, and | need all of the Lions to getghe challenge:

Goals

“MOVE TO GROW” Membership — encourage the recruitment of no less than 25 new ragrabguar-
ter across the District.

“MOVE TO GROW?” Extension — conduct an LCI-supported Extension Workshop early in the 2009-2010
Lions Year with the intention of chartering 2 new clubs in the District, e@thawninimum of 25 Charter
Members.

“MOVE TO GROW?” Retention — enhance existing retention programs in an &ffodntinue to reduce
the number of dropped members, particularly those who are considered to be in “good starialitigimwvi
club.

“MOVE TO GROW?” Leadership — empower our Lions in an effort to develop a new staleledefrs, lev-
eraging our experience and focusing on best practices.

Expand our number of Certified Guiding Lions across the District, and assigndieonkt with those
clubs that can best draw from their talent and experience, as well as withrmedpteewly chartered
clubs.

Conduct PSTM Training Seminar early in the 2009-2010 Lions Year in order to gebalheoving
quickly towards their goals.

Strive to increase the level of interest across the District in Youth pregnaiading, but not limited to,
our outstanding Leo programs.

Ensure, in every way possible, that the Lions Clubs International Purposes and CduesadrEtadhered
to and revered by our membership.

Actively support and promote the initiatives of Lions Clubs International, pelDistrict 23, and District
23A.

Celebrate being Lions, and “MOVE TO GROW!”

Project: Lions Low Vision Centers

In visitations with clubs across the District strive to educate Lions aboutltieearad relevance of our Li-
ons Low Vision Centers.

Recommend that all clubs commit to financially support the MD23A Lions LovoNiSenters.

Assist current MD23A Lions Low Vision Centers leadership to expand the numbensfLow Vision
Centers across MD23A.



Lions Event Planners and Fund Raisers

Webmaster Lion Ernie Harrington

To all the Lions Event Planners and Fund Raisers,

Did you know that thelistrict23A.orgwebsite has space to promote your event? | have divided events into
two categories:

1. Events and fund raisers that are designed as public events and
2. Events, meetings etc. that are primarily attended by club membersmittmermembers.
For Public Events

If you have information on your web site, copy the URL (Web Address) and iemadiion webmaster
Ernie,ech105@snet.net| can link to your information.

If you do not have a website, email a copy of your poster, with date nameand a brief description to
echl05@snet.net Send the poster either as word document or pdf format. If in other format | will
give it a try.

For Region and Zone Chairs

We can publish your calendar, minutes and other information under officers, or placdenihac format. (I
am still deciding whether to use yahoo, or gmail as calendar.)

| prefer documents in Word. Dates and club identification can be in body of email.

Your friendly webmaster,
Lion Ernie
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A very special thank
you to the good folks
at The Local for
their fine bill of fare,
attention to detalil,
terrific service, and
tremendous sense of
humor!

MD 23A Headquarters in Minneapolis!

“Yes, | fell down the stairs at home. No,
I’'m not going to wonder out into the hall
and fall down the elevator shaft! Now,
would you twopleaseturn off all the
lights and go back to your room?”



MERL Initiatives

Lion Mark S. Lyon, District Governor, 23A

In my July news letter, | mentioned focusing on MERL initiatiwesl|et’s start with the basics for all you new
Lions out there. MERIstands for Mmbership, Etension, Rtention and eadership. These four areas are the
cornerstones for building successful Lions clubs and Districts. lhtieicorner of the world, we are blessed
to have strong leadership in each of these disciplines, as wrll &40 MERL Team Leaders$'VDG Wal-

ter Sherman and'2VDG Lyn Meyers. Together, this Team will be working proactively to erateno club
gets left behind in the effort to grow in Lionism.

Let's admit it...every club needs a little shot in the arm nad then. Whether it's in retaining its members,
developing leaders for the future, or recruiting new members te gh#re excitement of Lions, it's important
for you to know that District 23A has the resources and the dedi¢abns in place to make this happen.
Now we all know this doesn’t happen overnight. It takes hard \aark perseverance to make our clubs
thrive. But we need to do this for the communities we serve, don’t kmeasking the Lions of District 23A
to revisit my four District Governor goals pertaining to MERL:

“MOVE TO GROW” Membership — encourage the recruitment of notless 25 new members per quar-
ter across the District.

“MOVE TO GROW?” Extension — conduct an LCI-supported Extension Workshidp ieathe 2009-2010
Lions Year with the intention of chartering 2 new clubs in the Btsteach with a minimum of 25 Charter
Members.

“MOVE TO GROW?” Retention — enhance existing retention programren effort to continue to reduce
the number of dropped members, particularly those who are cormkiel® in “good standing” with their
club.

“MOVE TO GROW?” Leadership — empower our Lions in an effort to develop a new silgladers, leverag-
ing our experience and focusing on best practices.

Later on in The District Pride, you'll read about activities amgniip very soon that you can and should par-
ticipate in. But for now, please keep these goals front and cenyewuastart to get your club and the District
back together after the summer hiatus. Jump right into growindus, dilling them with new members and
energizing existing members. Be a part of our movement — agdebionism and th€ ERVICE to the com-
munity that we are known for. “MOVE TO GROW.”



‘CONNECTICUT BLITZ”
MULTIPLE DISTRICT EXTENSION
WORKSHOP AND CANVASSING

Lion Mark S. Lyon, District Governor, 23A

In March 2009, under IPDG Joan Bennett's leadership, the Districlortagate to be able to participate in an
Extension Workshop sponsored by Lions Clubs International. In threewdaysd the makings of the An-

sonia Lions Club. This was a great accomplishment, and our Distsotproud of its newest club. But we'’re
not stopping there.

For the new Lions Year 2009-2010, the three in-coming District GovenmonsG@onnecticut were tasked with
promoting another workshop, and this is now on the calendar for Septerfibe228. In an effort to maxi-
mize our strength as a Multiple District, MD23 will be sponsoangorkshop known as theCbnnecticut
Blitz” on Sunday, September 2@t the Courtyard by Marriott in Cromwell. At this workshopors will
learn everything they need to know about forming new clubs, from reentitto Charter Night and beyond.
These are invaluable skills for Lions to learn, and we are endongraly Lions with an interest to attend. As
an added bonus, our facilitator will be conducting Certified Guidilegd.training in the afternoon. Certified
Guiding Lions serve many useful roles, including guiding new clubs thritgifjist years of operation, orient-
ing new club officers, motivating and supporting the new club, and working to retaibersem

For the next two days, Septembef'2ihd 229, each District will relocate its canvassing team insekect
community (or communities) which have been designated as being supparnd in need of, a new Lions
club.

More information will be provided by our District Extension GhHaon Cleary as we get closer to the Con-
necticut Blitz. For now, please keep these dates in mind. Agaimadtkeshop and canvassing is open to all
Lions, so please spread the word to the members of your clubs wha keag interest in growing Lions in
our District.

Money, Money Money!

A reminder to those clubs who haven't yet paid, District dues should be paid by Sefistnp2009. Please
send to Linda Maggs, Cabinet Treasurer.
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24 million Americans have diabetes and 1 in 3 chitén will develop it in their lifetime.
Please join aStep Outwalk near you & help change the future of diabetesne step at a time.
Call your local ADA office toll-free at (877) 639.885 for more information!
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An Invitation from CLERF and The Yale Eye Center

By Lion Gerald J. Hofmann, CLERF Chairman, Dista&tA

The Connecticut Lions Eye Research Foundation and the Yale Eyer @ente you to attend an informa-
tional gathering on Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 6:00 P. M. in the Fdsimoidm (lower level in the
Temple Medical Center Building), 60 Temple Street, New Haven, CT.

Dr. Daniel J. Salchow, Director of Pediatric Ophthalmology sfilare his experiences and will discuss our
current Yale project and goals followed by a tour of the Eye Center of 40 Teng#é Str

This is a wonderful opportunity to attend a presentation on the neatiediye Center, the 3rd Center of ex-
cellence. The invitation is open to all Lions in the three disthatsis limited to 50 individuals. We want to
insure that all interested Lions have the opportunity to attend, so please consdict me
geraldjhofmann@aol.com or Sandy Uitti at: Sandy@uitti.net as soon as possible.

Vision for the Future

By Lion Gerald J. Hofmann, CLERF Chairman, Dista&tA

Last year, we began the “Vision for the Future”, a one million dollar funchgamoject for the Yale Eye Cen-
ter. This, along with additional monies will enable Yale to contitaudevelop the Three Centers of Excel-
lence in research and Clinical work in the areas of Glaucomajldtagdegeneration, and Pediatric Eye Dis-
eases. Great strides continue to be made in Yale’s Glaucomdaamdiar Centers of Excellence, as they at-
tract very talented staff and further their research into the causes dntetreaf these diseases.

We now have the very exciting new third component, the PediatacCiseases center. Families with chil-
dren suffering from cancer and various other diseases of the egpager have to travel to distant locations

for diagnoses and treatment. With the opening of this new Pedigei®iseases Center, we have eased bur-
dens on families throughout the state.

We will raise this money through Lions Club pledges, individual donadodspledges and other special fund
raising efforts. The Lions Clubs pledges have already begunyassbme special fundraisers. We are now
appealing to you personally. Please respond as generously as you are able.

Please contact CLERF Chairman Gerald Hofmann District 28efadiditional information. You can contact
Jerry at: geraldjhofmann@aol.com.
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Join Fellow Lions

You are invited to join an informational online presentation.
Thursday September 24th or Thursday October 8th at 7:00 PM Eastern Time

Click Here to Regqister, Thank You!
Space is limited, please register now.

Explore two great countries of the Southern Hemisphere -- AustnadidNew Zealand. From the tropi-
cal splendor of the Great Barrier Reef on Australia’s nortlceast, to the ethereal beauty of glacial
fiords on New Zealand’s South Island, this 15-day journey to the lands “down under”ymings best
of both countries at an enjoyable pace. Cruise Sydney Harbor amatdviBbund. Meet Australia’s
wildlife-up close. Discover the wonders of Aboriginal culture. Exgreé Queenstown, the adventure
capital of the world.Click Here to View the Full Itinerary

For more information call
Rose Marie Spatafore

E-Z Travel Meeting/Event Planning LLC
203 446 9150

NOTE: If you have trouble opening the above links, position your curser on the link, hold/don@trl key
and click your LEFT mouse button. For more information, please call Rose Maraddgpat
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World Travel g 9.
Concepts w

43 Portland Avenue  Old Lyme, CT 06371
Tel: 860-434-2871

President
Toll Free 877-434-2871
Fax 860-434-1852
samawtc@sbcglobal.net
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Save the Date

District Governor Visitations:

October 1 New Haven
October 6 North Bridgeport
October 7 Bridgeport Host
October 8 Darien
October 13 Easton
October 14 Meriden
October 15 Waterbury
October 20 Devon
October 21 Fairfield
October 22 Southbury
October 27 Hamden
October 28 Georgetown
District 23A Events:
October 3 PSTM Training, Crown Plaza, Southbury
October 5 Cabinet Meeting, J. J. Sullivan’s, Ansonia

Multiple District 23 Events
October 12 Council Meeting
October 19 CLERF Meeting

Lions Clubs International Events

2009

September 24-26 USA/Canada Forum, Memphis, TN
2010

March 12 Lions Day With The U N

June 28-July 2 International Convention, Sydney, Australia
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District Governor 2009-2010

DG Mark S. Lyon
118 Long Meadow Hill Rd.
Brookfield, CT 06804

203-775-6190
lionmarklyon@gmail.com

Who's Who At The District Pride 2009-2010

Visit us online at: www.lions23a.orgor www.district23a.org

o Editor and Publisher Webmaster o
N Joan Bielizna Ernie Harrington ...‘
'Y joanrealtor@snet.net echl05@snet.net ‘»

If you would like an event covered by an article in this publicajidease submit it as an attachment in
WORD or PUBLISHER to an e-mail addressed jmanrealtor@snet.net. Please make sure that you in-
cludeDistrict Pride or DP 23Ain the subject or reference area of the e-mail. All photos should be in jpg for-
mat andsubmitted as individual attachments Please name or title the photos. If any text goes tivéh
photos, please put it in Word format as stated above. Referengleatoename, title, number, etc. in the de-
scription/caption. Any questions, please contact the Publisher/Editbe District Pride for 2009-2010,

Joan Bielizna.
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