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�� n May 31, 2009, Connecticut Lions will be hosting the 1st annual Visually Impaired Persons (VIP) 
Fishing Tournament.  The event is open to adults 17 years old and older with low vision. 
 

The tournament will be held at Spring Pond in Windsor Locks, Connecticut from 8:00AM-11:30AM.  Partici-
pants will be vying for the opportunity to represent Connecticut in a National VIP Competition at the North 
Carolina VIP Fishing Tournament in October on the Outer Banks.  The national tournament is sponsored by 
the Lions of North Carolina. 
 
Last year, three visually impaired adults from Connecticut were invited to participate in the National VIP 
Tournament.  Carol Gillispie, a West Haven resident, placed second in the2008 National competition. 
 
In addition, a Junior VIP Tournament will be held for children 16 and under at Sage Park in Berlin on April 
25. 
 
Connecticut’s events are being organized by the Lions Low Vision Centers of Connecticut and are being spon-
sored by several Lions Clubs from Lions District 23, and will include breakfast, one-on-one assistance by 
guests and volunteers, and will be followed by an award luncheon and social period. 
 
This event is more than just another day of fishing.  The Lions Low Vision Centers teach clients that their 
lives can continue to be productive and independent.  Clients of the Lions Low Vision Centers across Con-
necticut are provided necessary aids and devices, as well as counseling to optimize their remaining eyesight, 
thus enhancing their quality of life .20 Services are provided free of charge, as the centers are non-profit 501-c
-3 corporations.  The centers are funded by donations from individuals, companies, and Lions Clubs of Con-
necticut. 
 
Please visit www.LionsLowVision.org or www.LionsLowVision.com to learn more about services provided 
by the Lions to individuals with low vision.  Please visit www.ncvipfishing.org to learn more about the NC 
VIP event to which our CT VIP champions will be invited. 
 
For more information on the CT VIP event contact District 23-B Chairman, Lion Bob Christensen, (860) 680-7227 
rachriste1@cs.com. 

First Annual Impaired Persons (VIP) Fishing Tournament 
 

Lion Bob Christensen 
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Responding to an invitation to attend the Global Induction Ceremony that was held at the World’s Fair Site in 
Flushing Meadow, NY, on Saturday Morning, March 7th, three new Danbury Lions:  James Allen, Frans 
Boetes and Regina Ofiero, accompanied by their sponsors, Nancy Manion and PP Frank Molinaro, boarded a 
bus at 7:30 a.m. that morning and joined hundreds of new Lions from Connecticut, New York and New Jersey 
for the ceremonial and symbolic induction ceremony by our International Vice President, Albert F. Brandel. 
 
According to PP Molinaro, this was a once in a lifetime opportunity that has offered new Lions a chance to 
come together with others from our area to gain a better understanding of the global meaning of our motto, 
“We Serve”. 
 
The ceremony took place on the main stage of the Queens Theatre in the Park at 10:00 a.m., with more than 
470 Lions from NY, NJ and CT, in attendance. 
 
Following the ceremony, all attending Lions and their sponsors were presented with a special pin to com-
memorate the event and all were invited to gather beneath the Unisphere, the symbol of the 1964 World’s Fair, 
for a group photo. 

Global Induction Day 
 

Lion Frank Molinaro 

Danbury Lions Club members stand with over 400 
other Lions in front of the Unisphere following the 
Global Induction day held at Flushing Meadows. 

Frank Molinaro and Nancy Manion stand with 
new Lions Club of Danbury members Frans 
Boetes, Jim Allen and Regina Ofiero 
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Save the Dates 
Lions Low Vision Center Meetings 

2008-2009 
 

Wednesday November 12, 2008 7:30 PM 
Wednesday January 14, 2009 7:30 PM 
Wednesday March 11, 2009 7:30 PM 
Wednesday May 13, 2009 7:30 PM 
 
All meetings will be held at Connie’s Restaurant, Elizabeth Street, Derby, CT. 

The Lions Club of Ridgefield to Celebrate 80 Years 
 

All are invited to The Lions Club of Ridgefield's 80th Anniversary Celebration on April 18, 2009 at the Silver 
Spring Country Club in Ridgefield, CT.  Dinner and dancing.  Admission will be $75 per person. Please con-
tact Lion Paul Tepfer (203) 438-8707 for details. 

The Brookfield CT Lions Club will be holding a wine tasting event at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Route 
133 in Brookfield, CT on Friday, May 1st from 7pm to 9pm.  Light refreshments will be served.  Tickets are 
$20 in advance or $25 at the door.  We hope that your club will be able to participate in this event.  If you have 
any questions please feel free to call Brookfield CT Lion Secretary Glenn Christy at 203.775.1195.  Hope to 
see you there! 

Wine Tasting in Brookfield 
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LION_____________________________________________________________ DISTRICT _________ 
CLUB ______________________________________ OFFICE _________________________________ 
HOME TELEPHONE ____________________ BUSINESS TELEPHONE _______________________ 
ADDRESS _________________________________ E-MAIL __________________________________ 
CITY _______________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP________________ 
 
LION/GUEST _____________________________________________________ DISTRICT _________ 
CLUB _______________________________________ OFFICE ______________________________ 
CHILDREN # _______ NAME(S) ________________________________________________________ 
 
First Name preference on badge(s) 
(Please Print)                               A._______________________________ B. _____________________________ 
 
***A Registration fee ($25.00) is required for all packages and must be paid with the submission of this registration form.. Chil-
dren (less than 18 years of age) are not required to pay the registration fee. 
Number of People registering:                                                                             ______ x $25ea.  Total _______ 
 
A $10.00 late fee should be added to all registrations received after April 30, 2009            _______ x $10ea.   Total   ________ 
 
                                                                                                                                          Total Amount Due_______________                  
 
Room Rates and Accommodations Available are as Follows below: 
 
Please Note:  All Plans include Friday Night Dinner, Saturday Breakfast, Saturday Night Cocktail Party & Banquet, and 
Sunday Brunch.  Tax and Gratuities Included.  All Rates are per person for a 2 night stay. 
Please Contact the Villa Roma directly for reservations at 1-800-727-8455.  Be certain to indicate that you are with the Con-
necticut Lions State Convention.  Visit the Villa Roma at www.villaroma.com 
A. Deluxe Room – Double Occupancy $294.72 Per Person  
B. Deluxe Room – Triple Occupancy   $277.04 Per Person 
C. Deluxe Room – Single Occupancy  $431.74     
D. Suite:  One Bedroom – Double Occupancy $405.23 Per Person 
E. Suite:  One Bedroom – Triple Occupancy $383.13 Per Person 
F. Suite:  One Bedroom – Single Occupancy $597.50     
G. Suite:  Two Bedroom – Double Occupancy $515.73 Per Person 
H. Suite:  Two Bedroom – Triple Occupancy $493.63 Per Person 
I. Children sharing a room with adults in any accommodations:  0 – 3 Free, 4 - 10 $127.61, 11 – 17 $171.09 
J.  Saturday Lunch can be added for $15 Per Person 
K.  Special rates are also available for Thursday arrivals.  Please check with the Villa Roma 
 
2009 MD23 State Convention Chairman                  2009 MD23 State Convention Registration Chairman 
Lion Robert A. Weiss, PDG    Lion Tammy Campanelli  
136 Whispering Brook Dr.    285 Southington Rd. 
Kensington, CT 06037     Kensington, CT 06037 
860-828-4756 Bob.Weiss@Comcast.net                              860-828-7837 CampanelliT@aol.com 
 
Complete this registration form and enclose with a check to cover the cost of your registration. Make checks payable to the “2009 
MD23 State Convention” MAIL TO: Registration Chairperson Lion Tammy Campanelli. 

88th Annual Multiple District 23 
 

Connecticut Lions State Convention 
Friday, May 15, 2009 through Sunday, May 17, 2009 

THE VILLA ROMA RESORT, CALLICOON, NEW YORK 
International Guest Speaker: Lions International Director Wayne Davis 
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Cruise for a Cure—Sail with the  
Connecticut Lions 

Eye Research Foundation 
Aboard the Royal Caribbean 

Explorer of the Seas  
5 Night Cruise From New Jersey to Bermuda 

Sat. Aug. 29th, to Thurs Sept. 3rd, 2009 
Special Group Rate from $564* (*per person double occupancy plus port fees & taxes) 

Rate Includes $100.00 Tax Deductible Donation 
Category Per Person Rate  double  REDUCED RATE 

I      Inside Cabin $764.00 canceled 

N     Inside Cabin New category added $564.00 

PR   Promenade  View  $854.00 $654.00 

E2   Deluxe Ocean View with  Balcony $1204.00 $1004.00 

E1   Deluxe Ocean View with  Balcony New Category added $1014.00 

D3   Superior Ocean View with Balcony $1224.00 $1024.00 

D2   Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1034.00 

D1   Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1054.00 

JS   Junior Suite with Balcony $1654.00 $1354.00 

GS Grand Suite with Balcony $1954.00 $1654.00 

OS Owners Suite with Balcony $2454.00 $2154.00 

Per person port fees & taxes $291.13 $231.13 

Third and fourth passenger rates available upon request.  Other Category rates avail-
able upon request.  Subject to Availability and Change. 

For Reservations please call: 
203-446-9150  Toll Free: 1-888-303-3959 

Info@e-ztravel.org   Web:  www.e-ztravel.org  

GREAT NEWS  
RATES REDUCED 
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Club Happenings at a Glance 
District 23A 

RIDGEFIELD LIONS CLUB 
 

Live Auction 
 

Saturday, March21, 2009 
6:30 PM Preview   7:30 PM Auction 

 
Ridgefield Community Center 

316 Main Street 
Ridgefield, CT 

 
$20 per Person  $35 per Couple 

 
See Flyer For More Information 

RIDGEFIELD LIONS CLUB 
 

80th Anniversary Celebration 
 

April 18, 2009 
Dinner and Dancing 

 
Silver Springs Country Club 

Ridgefield, CT 
 

$75 per Person 
 

See Page 4 For More Information  

DANBURY LIONS CLUB 
 

18th Annual Golf Classic 
 

Monday, May 4, 2009 
11:00 AM Shotgun - Scramble Format 

 
The Club at River Oaks 
Sherman, Connecticut 

 
$185 per Player 

 
See Flyer For More Information  

BRIDGEPORT HOST LIONS CLUB 
& 

ST. JOSEPH’S OF STRATFORD 
 

Pasta & Race Night 
 

Saturday, May 2, 2009 
6:00 PM Doors Open   7:00 PM Dinner 

Races to Follow 
 

St. Joseph’s Church Hall 
1300 Stratford Road 

Stratford/Lordship, CT 
 

$15 per Person 
 

See Flyer For More Information  

BROOKFIELD LIONS CLUB 
 

Wine Tasting 
 

May 1, 2009 
Light Refreshments will be Served 

 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Brookfield, CT 
 

$20 per Person in Advance / $25 At the Door 
 

See Page 4 For More Information  
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Club Happenings at a Glance 
District 23A 

See Club Flyers For  
Additional Information  
Posted On The Web At: 

www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 

See Club Flyers And Additional Information For 
Club Happenings In Districts 23B & 23C 
Posted On The Web At:  www.ctlions.org 

BROOKFIELD LIONS CLUB and JDRF 
 

3rd Annual 
Strides to Cure Diabetes 

5-Mile Run and 3-Mile Walk 
 

Sunday, June 14, 2009 
 

Cardigan Park 
Candlewood Lake Road 

Brookfield, CT 
 

See Flyer For More Information  

HAMDEN LIONS CLUB 
 

60 Year Anniversary 
5k Run Road and Canal Race 

Raffle Drawing 
 

Saturday, June 6, 2009 
 

Brooksvale Park 
Brooksvale Avenue 

Hamden, CT 
 

See Flyer For More Information  
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If you would like an event covered by an article in this publication, please submit it as an attachment in 
WORD or PUBLISHER to an e-mail addressed to pdgjim98@snet.net.  Please make sure that you include 
DP 23A in the subject or reference area of the e-mail.  All photos should be in jpg format and submitted as 
individual attachments.  Please name or title the photos.  If any text goes with the photos, please put it in 
Word format as stated above.  Reference the photo name, title, number, etc. in the description/caption.  Any  
questions, please contact the Editor of the District Pride for 2008-2009, PDG Jim Bennett. 

District Governor 2008-2009 
DG Joan Bennett 
11 St. John Street 
North Haven, CT  06473 
 

203-234-8531 
lionjoanbennett@snet.net 

Who’s Who At The District Pride 2008-2009 

Publisher 
Joan Bielizna 

joanrealtor@snet.net 

Editor 
PDG Jim Bennett 

pdgjim98@snet.net 

Webmaster 
Ernie Harrington 
ech105@snet.net 

Visit us online at:  www.lions23a.org or www.district23a.org 


